Our Lady of Mercy School Medication Policy

***Our Lady of Mercy School MUST abide by the Pennsylvania State laws pertaining to the administration of medications at school.  To that end:
The administration of prescribed or “over the counter” medications to a student during school hours will ONLY be done when the omission of that medication would jeopardize the health of the student  or the student would not be able to attend school if the medication were not available during school hours.  Parents should confer with the child’s physician to arrange medication time intervals to avoid school hours whenever possible.
When it is necessary to have a medication given at school, the following rules apply:
· No student is to keep ANY medication (prescribed or “over the counter”) on his/her person, school bag, lunch bag, etc. unless authorized by the school nurse.
· Physician & parent signed consent forms for ALL medications taken at school are required to be on file in the Nurse’s Office.  Each medication requires a separate signed form.
· Attached is a “Medication Consent Form” which MUST be completed (no exceptions) in order to have any medications administered at school.
· No medication will be administered without a signed doctor’s written order & parent signed consent.
· All medications MUST be in original container & properly marked.  No medication will be accepted in an envelope, baggy, etc.
· NO medication modifications will be made without the doctor’s signed order & parent signature.  Verbal consents are NOT acceptable.
· Students in 6th grade or older may receive acetaminophen (Tylenol), ibuprophen or antacid (Tums) if the parent signed the line item on the “Emergency Contact Form” indicating that those “over the counter medications” can be given.  These are considered “standing orders” which is authorized by the school district physician.
· In regards to controlled medications such as those used for the treatment of ADD/ADHD, etc. ANY change in the original physician order MUST be made by the prescribing doctor in writing.  Under NO circumstances will a parent alone dictate a change in the timing or dosage of a controlled substance. 
